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occasion for again renewing' the hundredth time the reminder that Jackson was too ignorant to write letters. Parton says about these letters:
"They show him in equilibrium, unbiased and prejudice or passion. They show us what kind of a President he would have made if it were as easy to govern as it is to write pleasant sentences upon the art of governing.
"The reader has had specimens enough of General Jackson's composition to know that these letters, as they will be eiven here, could have been written by General Jackson's hand. For the information of the curious, it may be mentioned that the letters, before being dispatched, were copied by the General's friend, Major William B. Lewis, of Nashville, in whose handwriting the principal letter was sent to its destination. The residence of Major Lewis, it may be convenient to have the reader know, was and is on the road leading from Nashville to the Hermitage, about two miles from the town. For many a year the General seldom passed it without stopping. Many a rough draft or document and letter was there reduced to a form and style presentable to fastidious eyes."
But to the correspondence. A few days after General Jackson's return from the Indian country, in the autumn of 1816, he wrote a letter to Mr. Monroe, from which I make the following extracts:
"HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE SOUTH, "NASHVILLE/October 23, 1816.
"Dear Sir: I returned from the Nation on the I2th instant, and seize the first moment from duty to write to you. I have the pleasure to inform you that we have obtained, by cession, from the Cherokees and Chickasaws, all their claim south of Tennessee that interfered with the Creek cession.
"We have experienced much difficulty with the Chickasaws, from what they call their guarantee or charter, given by President Washington, in 1794, and recognized by the be complete without this correspond ence. Parton, as usual, makes this correspondence thfor the most part, such recommendations proceed, and events have too often and toe sadly proved how little merit they imply.
